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FOLLOW SATYARTH-PRAKASH (INTRO-4)

The Satyarth-Prakash (Introduction)
speaks:- ‘I oTSdIa dga—4 A8
YAd Al § g 9 UeTuTd BIe Ada= RIg,
AT SI—Sl 91 Fadb bl T4 T &,
DT T 3R ST Uh—ga ¥ fdog 9 g,
SABT I Y R WiT ¥ aed—adard dr
q fdgHl H fR1g ggdx Py g@& Pl
gfg 3R g@ &I eI+ &l & "

The Vedic Dharma is a constitution
of all good principles and conducts. If
you call this a self-appreciation, let us
keep it aside and discuss some important
issues, as enunciated by Islam,
Christianity, Jainism, Buddhism,
Sikhism and Hinduism. Hinduism has its
roots in Vedic Dharma; but during last
25 centuries the Puranas, idol-worship,
theory of incarnation and some other
doctrines have changed it into a different
path of life.

God is one and formless, Brahnmcharya
is righteous, Violence is unrighteous; all
these principles belong to Vedic
Dharma. But let us consider them
belonging to Islam, Hinduism and

— & Dr. Roop Chandra ‘Deepak’

Lucknow (U.P.)
Mob. 9839181690

comparative above
principles.

Islam is the second largest religion of
the world. It says God is one and
formless. All the Muslims worship one
God. Their system of worship is peculiar
but they worship the formless Supreme
Being. Christianity is the largest religion
of the world. It says God is one, but also
accepts equal or unequal Godship in all
the three—God, Mother and Son. The
Christians worship Christ and the Cross.
This does not prove that Christianity
worships one and formless God.

Jainism does not believe in God. The
Jains do worship, and they worship
twenty four Tirthankars. Buddhism is
the fourth largest religion of the world.
It does not believe in God, too. The
Buddhists worship Buddha and the
Bodhisattvas. Sikhism says that (Ek
Omkar) God is one and formless. But
the Sikhs regard Guru Nanak as
supreme, and worship their Holy Book,
addressing it as Guru Granth Saheb. It
cannot be called the worship of one and

study of the

Jainism respectively, so as to make a

Y Fifed
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formless God.

Hinduism believes in both One and
several Gods, and the Hindus worship
both formless and formed God. They
feel that Rama is God, Krishna is God,
Brahma is God, Vishnu is God, Shiv is
God, and they all are One. This theory
Is far from convincing, as it has doubts
within doubts. Hinduism is the third
largest religion of the world. The
Hindus orally believe in the Vedas, but
socially endorse several mutually
opposed theories. Thus keeping all
religions in mind, only one conclusion
can be drawn. God being the master of
the universe, is essentially one, and
being omnipresent, essentially
formless.

What about Brahmcharya? Islam does
mot seem to have any regard for
brahmcharya. Its armies and activists
have always made sexual asaults. The
world is not in a position to trust them
on gender matters. What to talk in detail,
brahmcharya is not a point of principle
there.

Christianity is not so infamous for
sexual assaults, but more so for adultery.
Its members arrange marriage after
marriage and divorce after divorce. The
religious authorities follow the rule of
celibacy, but it has nothing to do with

Y Fifed

brahmcharya. Clothing in public is also
questionable.

Jainism has brahmcharya as an
important principle of conduct. Most of
its preachers and acharyas follow the
strict rule of brahmcharya. The
digambara Jains are most famous for
austerity,  which  includes  strict
brahmcharya as well. Buddhism also has
a high respect for brahmcharya. The
Buddhist preachers and samnyasins also
follow the strict rule of brahmcharya.
The Hindu way of life divides the
human life span into four stages. Its
second stage is for the family life, and
the first, third and fourth stages are for
brahmcharya. The family life also has a
rule of ‘one life one couple’. Thus the
Indian religions follow the rule of
brahmcharya and ‘Matrivat pardareshu’,
1.e., to regard the other women as one’s
mothers.

With a view to making a pure human
life and a society of gender belief, it is
worth concluding that brahmcharya
should be observed to the best of one’s
capability. Brahmcharya is a great
virtue, righteous, life-making and
blissful.

Violence and non-violence are also the
points to be considered for an important
world order. So long as Islam is



concerned, its literal meaning is ‘the
way to peace’; but it has proved itself
averse. It has fought wars after wars for
nothing except itself. Its workers have
looted temples, murdered men and killed
women countlessly. They are planning
terrorism through out the world. They
are fighting with others; they are
fighting with themselves. Non-violence
does not appear to be a virtue for them.

Christianity has individuals observing
non-violence, but as a community it has
different history filled with battles and
violence. As compared to India, Europe
has very smaller countries, proving their
violent attitude. The two World Wars
had been caused by none others. Even
the third World War is at their door
being caused by themselves. They do
not appear to be desirous of a non-
violent life.

Jainism preaches for a non-violent life.
Buddhism also has non-violence as one
of its basic principles. Sikhism was
primarily founded for fight and sacrifice.
But normally it is a peace-loving or non-
violent community. Hinduism also
follow a non-violent system of life. Let
us thus conclude that in India non-
violence is a basic virtue.

By making comparisons between
several communities or philosophies on
three issues, we have come to the
following conclusions:-

(1) God is one and formless;
(2) Brahmcharya is righteous;
(3) Violence is unrighteous.

Y Fifed

In the same way, we can compare on
other issues to draw further conclusions.
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